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State and Federal Environmental Laws 

The following highlights the main state and federal environmental regulations and permits that the City is 

required to follow. Please note that this list is not all inclusive. 

National Pollution Discharge Elimination System Permits  

As authorized by the Clean Water Act, the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program 

controls water pollution by regulating point sources that discharge pollutants into waters of the United States. 

NPDES was created to control water pollution from commercial and industrial facilities, municipalities, 

wastewater treatment plants and construction sites. The City of Rockville has four NPDES permits. These 

permits generally last for five years. After their five-year cycle, they are renewed and the public has an 

opportunity to comment on them. 

1.  Phase II Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit  
The permit requires a variety of activities in the following six areas: 

 Public Education on Stormwater Impacts 

 Public Involvement and Participation 

 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

 Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control 

 Post-Construction Stormwater Management 

 Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations 

2.  Industrial Stormwater General Permit  

The Industrial Stormwater General Permit controls discharges from the Gude Maintenance Facility and 

RedGate Golf Course. This permit defines the City's obligations under federal and state water pollution laws, 

in order to minimize or eliminate the release of pollutants from the permitted facilities. 

 

The permit directs the discharger to develop a storm water pollution prevention plan and implement it in 

order to prevent pollutants from entering the stormwater rather than using treatment to remove pollutants. 

Major components of the plan are to: 

 Assess the site to determine routes and areas of drainage, locate unpermitted non-stormwater 

discharges and identify potential sources of pollutants; 

 Take measures to control these sources, such as housekeeping, process changes, routine inspections or 

containments;  

 Assign responsible individuals to continually oversee storm water protection efforts; and 

 Perform annual reevaluations of the adequacy of the plan. 

  

http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/indust.cfm
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/indust.cfm
http://www.mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/stormwatermanagementprogram/pages/programs/waterprograms/sedimentandstormwater/storm_gen_permit.aspx
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/indust.cfm
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3.  Hydrostatic Testing General Permit  
The Hydrostatic Testing General Permit controls: 

 Wastewater discharges from flushing, disinfection or hydrostatic testing of pipes and pipelines 

(including sewers and drinking water lines). 

 Discharges from potable water systems resulting from overflows, flushing, disinfection, hydrostatic 

testing, cleaning or dewatering of tanks, vessels or structures used to store or convey potable water. 

4.  Swimming Pool General Permit  

The Swimming Pool General Permit governs discharges from the Rockville Swim and Fitness Center pools 

into tributaries of Watts Branch. 

State Drinking Water Requirements  

Rockville’s Drinking Water Plant is regulated by state and federal safe drinking water requirements that: 

 Establish drinking water quality standards set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 

the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) 

 Impose strict testing procedures and monthly reporting obligations 

 Require best management practices for water plant operations 

 Require the preparation of an annual Drinking Water Quality Report for water customers. 

 

Other State and Federal Requirements  
The City is subject to other requirements covering items such as waste handling and clean air. For most other 

requirements, the City is not required to perform additional compliance activities. 

 

http://www.mde.state.md.us/assets/document/permit/GP_06HT_Hydrostatic_Testing_Permit_Language.pdf
http://www.mde.state.md.us/assets/document/permit/GP_06HT_Hydrostatic_Testing_Permit_Language.pdf
http://www.mde.state.md.us/programs/water/water_supply/pages/programs/waterprograms/water_supply/index.aspx

